


FOR THE LOVE OF

A glorious home in the Zululami Luxury Coastal Estate, painted and populated
with local furnishings and décor, sourced and crafted by local creatives, is a
showcase for the talent on the North Coast.

tep inside light-filled House Coral and feel

the connection to the ocean and the natural

landscape. There's something about this

glorious space, decorated with superb South
African manufactured or crafted furnishings and finishes,
which speaks to our souls. Dramatic? Perhaps, but you'll
get the feeling when you walk through House Coral - It's
like coming home, yet being on holiday.

When the house was being designed and built by
Zululami developers, Collins Residential, it was with

a clarity of thought. With their depth of experience in
North Coast developments, they'd long recognized

that a ready-to-move-in luxury home resonated with a
particular sector of homeowners as it put the associated

stresses of design-build-manage-budget firmly into
the hands of professionals, allowing that homeowner's
greatest concern to be collecting the keys to the door.

But the developers took that carefree concept one step
further. Decorate it superbly with all the finest finishes,
fabrics and services that are intentionally locally
produced, manufactured and procured! Enter Jane Wilson
of Covet Design, tasked with the overarching décor vision
for the home and sourcing the perfect suppliers.

She laughs, "I'm originally a Ballito girl and | had just
returned here to my hometown, so was busy re-
acquainting myself with everything and everyone when
the call came through - two weeks to transform House

WWW.THEBALLITOMAGAZINE.CO.ZA | 41



Coral into a sensational home." For Jane,
a tough ask, but still a dream project with
a beautiful blank canvas: “The décor had
to speak to the home's environment. |
wanted to embrace the surrounding forest
and natural tones, create a calm interior
and neutral colour palette so it would have
universal appeal. In a nutshell, I'd say it's
‘modern coastal’, with an emphasis on
natural colours." Everyone else simply
describes it as elegantly understated.

A vision for the interior was one thing,
sourcing the materials and craftsmen
another. Jane was fully conscious of
Collins' wholehearted commitment to the
North Coast, its community, its landscape
and sustainability and - given the time
frame, too - she knew that connecting
with local artisans, creatives and suppliers
was the right way forward. One meeting,
and the project mushroomed perfectly
from there: “The beauty of a small-town
spirit meant one meeting rolled into the
next, with everyone's enthusiasm and
excitement leading me to new suppliers
and new contacts. Before | knew it, one
introduction led to another with the
warmth and culture of how business

is done here, which is certainly one of
collaboration.”

It turns out that the North Coast has

a brilliant depth of talent, hidden as

well as in plain sight, which means
local homeowners seeking quality and
something extraordinary need only look
over the fence. As Jane said, “The focus
was to shine a light on the amazing
designers, suppliers, artisans and small
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businesses, all local, offering a wide

range of brilliant products and services
right on our doorstep. We really wanted

to be behind the #supportlocal idea and

to show local homeowners that local
really is lekker." On a personal note, she
added, "I could not have asked for a better
‘welcome home' to the small town in which
| grew up, which, incidentally, is not all that
small anymore, but in which the sense of
community is still alive and well."

Clearly, as with the design and
construction, the quality of workmanship or
services was non-negotiable. Although not
every single aspect introduced was local, if
it wasn't, it was sourced by a local - from
the gorgeous baskets and woven furniture
outside Tiffany's, to locally made cotton
bedlinen, bespoke tables and coloured,
earthy tiles, House Coral exudes a sense of
coastal life and the essence of Africa.

There's an unmistakable nod to the Collins'
passion for authenticity, for grounding
stylish properties into the landscape and

a love of all things natural in their right
place. Earthy elements, like wood and
natural fibres, feature strongly and our
South African foliage and flowers are not




The focus was to shine
alight on the amazing
designers, suppliers,
artisans and small
businesses, all local, offering
awide range of brilliant
products and services right
on our doorstep

only in vases, but in paintings, cushions
and carpets and hanging gardens. And the
colours are just glorious - on the walls,

on the wood, glistening on the tiles - a
wide range of saturated greens into greys,
charcoals into naturals. This home is

not only cool, calm and collected for a
peaceful life, but greens inside slip almost
undetected into greens outside and you're
at one with the surrounds.

This passion-project stretched the entire
creative team to intentionally source local
and the results were fun, uplifting and, of
course, a boost to the local economy. It's

often by habit that we simply default to
mainstream retail and overlook seeking out
proudly South Africa gems and boutique-
curated offerings. So next time you're
looking for that special piece for your home,
think "local-is-more-than-lekker" and

see if you can source items locally. You'll
be amazed at the talent, skill and art that
exists right under our noses and there's
nothing better than sharing the love. Let's
shine the light on our incredible local talent
and agree that this is simply the way to go.




